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ON PREACHING THE WORD. 



I CHARGE THEB THEREFOILB B£FOIL£ OOD, AND 
THE 1.0RD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SHALL JUDGX 
THE QUICK AND DEAD AT HIS APPEARINGi—* 

PREACH THE WORD. 2. Tim. iv. 1,2. 



AT is required of Stewards that they be found 
faithful ; and from him to whom a more import- 
ant trufi is committed, a ftri£ter account will 
be required. We are called in holy fcrip- 
tures, my reverend brethren, Minifters and 
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Stewards of the Myfteries of God ; to us is 
committed the word of reconciliation, and w^e 
are to watch for the fouls of our people, as they 
that mud give an account ^ to ^^ preach the 
•* ivordy be inftant in feafon, out of feafon ; re- 
" prove, rebuke, exhort with all long fufFering 
" and doftrine ; to watch in all things, encjure 
" affliftions, do the work of an evangelift, ful- 
" fil our miniftry, that we may render our ac- 
" count with joy, and not with grief/' 

Our text contains a Iblcmn and awful charge, 

whereunto we (hall do well to take heed. " I 

charge thee therefore before God, and the 

Lord Jefus Chrift, who (hall judge the quick 

and dead at his appearing, — preach the word.'* 
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Upon this laft claufe, " preach the word,'* I 
^ fliall oCerfome remarks^ which may not be un- 

■ * * . 

fuitable to the occafion of our prefent afsembly : 
and while I befpeak your candour towards the 
errors into which I may be betrayed, I appeal 
to your juftice in defence of the franknefs and 
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fimcerity^ with which I fhall feel it my boun- 
den duty to preach the wordy o^i this, as oa 
every other occafion. 

I shall take it for granted, as a preliminary 
qualification for the effectual discharge of the 
office of a preacher, that we firmly believe the 
word we are appointed to preach, and are fe- 
rioufly affefted with its important contents. I 
fliallafsume it alfo as indifputable, (for the con- 
trary fuppofition is too horrid to be admitted 
for a moment,) that we receive the doftrines of 
our church, as contained in her articles, to 
which we have folemnly fubfcribed ; and as 
breathed in every page of our moll excellent 
liturgy, to which we have publickly pledged 
ourfelve,s to conform ; that in our prayers and 
our difcourfes, we fpeak the fame language, 
utter the fame fentiments, and are aftuated by 
one and the fame fpirit : In a word, I take it 
for granted, that we build our labours on the 
broad and firm bafis of faith, and truth, and 

confiftency. 

A2 






( 6 ) 

'jriiis being premifed, I fliall proceed to ob- 
ferve that, in order to comply with the fpirit 
of the Apoftle's injunction, we muft preach 
THE WORD, faithfully. 

We are to declare the whole counfel of God, 
and neither add thereto nor diminifli there- 
fron), to accommodate our tenets to prevailing 
fyftems, or to adapt our doftrines to reigning 
manners. We are not to flatter human nature 
at the expence of truth, nor to weaken the fanc- 
tions of virtue in compliance with the wifhes of 
vice. AVe are not to foften or explain away 
the words of truth and fobernefs, to court an 
empty popularity, or to avoid uncandid impu- 
tations. In the Apoftle's language, we are to 
" preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord.'' 



We are to inftruft.our hearers, in their need 
of the Saviour, — to awaken them to a fenfe of 
their difeafes, which he came to heal,— to make 
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them feel their miferies which he came to re- 
lieve, — ^and acknowledge their wants, which 
he came to fupply. 

He came to put away the guilt and punifh- 
ment of fin by the facrifice of himfelf, and to 
deliver, us from the power and pra£tice of fin, 
by the aid of his Spirit. We are to fet before 
them the tranfcendent dignity of his perfon, 
and the fuperlative excellence of his charafier. 
We arc to exhibit his life and death, his refur- 
re£tion and afcenfion, his continued mediatioo 
and intercefsiori. What he has done and 
fufFered for us ; and what he ftill does, and has 
pledged himfelf to do, to fecure the final fal- 
vation of his faithful people. We are to call 
upon our people, to look to the example, and 
to follow the fteps of their great leader ; to fhew 
forth the foundnefs of their faith by the purity 
of their lives, the fervency of their love by 
the zeal of their fervice ; to exhibit the ftead- 
faftnefs of their hope by their uniform perfeve- 
rance, — the fincerity of their repentance by the 
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foundnefs of their reformation, — their gratitude 
to their Saviour by their kindnefs to his difci- 
pies — their humility, by difclaming every idea 
of merit in themfelves, and by giving unto God 
and their Saviour all the praife. 

We are alfo to lead the * thoughts of our 
hearers beyond this tranfitory fcene, and to 
carry them forward to the awful folemnities of 
the future judgment. We are to prefs upon 
their minds that great fandion of all religion 
and morality, the certainty of a ftate of future 
retribution, wherein the imperfefil fervices of 
Chrift's faithful fervants fhall for his iake be 
rewarded, and the offences of incorrigible and 
impenitent finners {hall be punifiied — "the 
righteous fhall go into life eternal, and the 
wicked into everlafling punifhment." 

This, my reverend brethren, is to preach the 
word faithfully, to take the holy fcriptures as 
the rule of Chriftian doftrine, and the ftandard 
of Chriflian practice s to keep clear of thofe per* 
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nicious extremes into which many have un- 
happily fallen. Human nature is prone to ex- 
tremes, and whilft ibme of our over zealous re- 
formers, in their abhorrence of the prefump- 
tuous doftrine of works of fupererogation, have 
gone into the oppofite error of Antinomlanifm ; 
other divines, difgufted with the folly and im- 
piety of Antinomian doftrines, have reduced 

Chriftianity to a level with natural religion, 
and have difcarded its peculiar doftrines, its 
fublime motives, and its awful fanftions. JBut 
let us remember, that the true nature of an 
aftion depends on the principle, the aim, the 
intention with which it is performed ; let us 
not attempt to build without a foundation, or 
fubftitute any other foundation than that 
which is laid in the gofpel of Chrift: for where 
elfe can we find motives fo pure, fo powerful, 
fo effeftual for holinefs ? At the fame time, let 
us bear in mind that infallible teft of true re- 
ligion, " by their fruits ye fliall know them/' 
Let us irhprefs upon the minds of them that 
believe, their indifpenfable obligation to be 
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careful to maintain good works. Let us call 
upon them to add to their faith, virtue j to let 
the hght of the gofpel fhine before men in the 
purity and integrity of their condu£t. Unity 
and harmony pervade the Chriftian fyftem j let 
us not introduce divifion and difcord, by at- 
tempting to feparate what God hath jomed 
together. 

II. We fhould alfo, to comply with the fpirit 
of the Apoftle*s charge, preach the word 
eamefily. When we reflefit on the vaft im- 
portance of the fubje£ts on which we treaty 
one would hardly think it pofsible that any 
perfon could fpeak of them with coldnefs and 
indifference. For a minifter of Chrift to preach 
the awful truths of the gofpel, as though he 
neither felt an intereft in them himfelf, nor 
was anxious for the cordial reception of them 
by others, is to degrade his profefsion, to 
mock his hearers, and to infult his God. He 
might as well preach to the winds and feas, 
for they would as foon obey him, as one fin- 
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ner would be converted from the error of his 
way by fuch a mode of preaching. We (hould 
recolleft that our congregations are not com- 
pofed of beings of mere intellefl, they are 
alfo the creatures of feeling. If we would fe* 
cure the attention of their minds^ we muft, in 
fome degree, engage their affeSions. We 
muft awaken an intereft in their hearts by the 
vifible intereft we ourfelves feel in the impor- 
tant truths of religion, and ^by our evident 
anxiety to inftruft them in the things that 
make for their eternal peace. 

And this may be effeQed, firs, without the 
whining cant of hypocrify, the fturdy zeal of 
bigotry, or the wild irregularities of enthufiafm. 
The faithful minifter of Chrift would, in things 
indifferent in their nature, ** be all things to all 
men, that by all means he may fave fome/' 
but he fcorns the ufe of arts, for the purpofe 
of acquiring a tranfient popularity, for the 

fake of eftablifhing a new fefl, or of fupporting 
an old one. He leaves tricks to jugglers and 
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empyrics, who may ftand in need of their af- 
fiftance or fupport. His fubjeft foars above 
them ; it is compofed of words of truth and 
fobemefs: his motive difdains them^ — it is 
the falvation of fouls. 

9ut ftil], firs, we muft, we (hall be earnejl 
in preaching the word, if we are truly defirous 
of preaching it with effect. The glowing 
warmth of piety may pervade our difcourfes, 
without hypocrify ; we may be zealous in com- 
municating our own conviftions of the truth, 
without intolerance to our difsenting brethren^ 
we may be warm and forcible in our di£lion, 
without the want of method and connexion j 
we may be fervent and imprefsive in our man- 
ner, without wildnefs or enthufiafm. But, 
fuppofing the faithful difcharge of our duty 
fhould bring upon us terms of unmerited re- 
proach, — fhall we be terrified at the cenfures of 
perifhing mortals, — fhall we forbear boldly to 
expofe and rebuke vice, leafl we offend the 
vicious, — fhall we not manfully avow the truth. 
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becaufe tbe infidel rejeffe it,— fliall we not ear- 
ncftly call men to the power j becaufe they pre- 
fer the form of godlinefs ? God forbid we 
fliould be guilty of fuch bafenefs, fuch si 
ihameful dereli£lion of principle ! No, my 
brethren, let us fpeak boldly a« we ought tq^ 
fpeak, not as feeking to pleafe men but 

God. A cold, freezing manner, or a trimr 
ming, accommodating fyftem of preaching, 

will expofe us to the fcorn and derifion of 

wife and good men, whilft an open, manly 

avowal of our fentiments will command the 

refpeft of all whofe refpeft is defirable, even of 

thofe who difsent from' us in opinion; and our 

earneft endeavours to be ufeful, will convince 

our congregations of our fincerity, and in the 

end conciliate their gratitude and efteem, 

IIL We muft alfo preivch the word 
with plainnefs ^nd Jimplicity. 

« 

When we confider how illiterate and uncuU 
tivated are the minds of the bulk of our hear-^ 
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crs, we muft be fenfible of the importance of 
attending to this circumftance. A clafsic 
ftyle of compofition, highly polifhed language, 
flowing fentences, glowing imagery, and learn- 
ed allufions, may tickle the ears of a few indi- 
•viduals, but will add nothing to the edification 
and improvement of any defcription of men. 
What can we ejcpeft from fermons which nei- 
ther intereft the feelings, nor exercife the judg- 
ment, we might as well fpeak to our people 
in an unknown tongue. 

Bifhop Burnet in his Pqfioral Care obferves, 
" a preacher is to fancy himfelf as in the room 
" oithe mojt unlearned man in the whole parijh^ 
" and tnuft therefore put fuch parts of his dif- 
" courfes as he would have all underftand, in 
fo plain a form of words, that it may not be 
beyond the meanejl of them. This he cer- 
tainly will do, if his defire is to edify them, 
" rather than to make them admire himfelf as 
^* a learned and high fpoken man.'* The 
Apoftle fays, 1 Cor. i. 17. " Chrift fent him 
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*^ to preach the gofpel, not with wifdom of 
" words, leaft the crofs of Chrift (hould be made 
" of none cfFeft ;" and again, chap. xiv. ver. 9. 
" fo likewife you, except ye utter by the 
tongue words eafy to be underftood, how (hall 
it be known what is fpoken, for ye fhall fpeak 
into the air." Chap. xiv. ver. 18, 19. " I thank 
•' my God, I fpeak with tongues more than you 
" all : yet in the church I had rather fpeak five 
" words with my underftanding, that by my 
" voice I might teach others alfo, than ten 
" thoufand words in an unknown tongue." 
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We may be plain and fimple in our language 
without being coarfe or vulgar. Let not then 
the pride of academical education difdain to 
(loop to the underftandings of the poor. To 
them was the gofpel firft preached by the wif- 
dom of God, — let us go and do likewife. 



And as in our language, fo alfo in the 

choice of our fubjefts, and manner of treating 

.them, we (hould be careful not to foar above 
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the meaneft capacity in our churches. It is 
prefumption in the moll learned of us to affed 
to be wife above what is written ; and it is 
fupely worfe than folly to attempt to inftruft 
others in what we ourfelves neither do nor can 
pofsibly underfhind. M^t can we know of 
the nature, the efsence, or the purpofes of God; 
V^hat can we know of the future and invifible 
world, beyond what God hath thought proper 
to reveil to us? however, therefore, curious 
and inquifitive men may choofe to bewilder 
their minds, by fpecukting on the deep things 
of God, in their clofets, let us be content to 
rma^elize, to inculcate the plain truths and 
.precepts of the. gofpd, in the plain and fimple 
language of the gofpel, and not puzzle the 
minds of our poor hearers with abftraft ideas, 
with the jargon of the fdiools, with metapliy- 
fical fubtleties, or learned difquifitions on fub- 
jefts, which nor men nor angels can fully 
comprehend. 

That knowledge is moft valuable which is 
moft ufeful ', and that knowledge is moft ufeful 
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which is moft praftical in its tendency and 
efFeQs. Such is the knowledge contained in 
the plain and fimple doftrines and precepts of 
the gofpel of Chrift. Thefe ought to be the 
fubjeft matter of our difcourfes and exhorta- 
tions. 

Let a heathen Seneca elegantly moralize, 
and a Thomas Aquinas m^taphyftcally fub- 
tilize ; but let the minifter of the gofpel, with 
plainnefs and fimplicity, preach the word, 
which is able to faye fouls: that word, to 
which men cannot add without impious pre- 
fumption, nor diminifh therefrom without fa- 
crilegious robbery. The veil of human igno- 
rance may obfcure the clear light of the gofpd, 
but the light of human learning can nerer 

make luminous thofe objcfts over which the 
fon of righteobfnefs hath caft a (hade. 

IV. Once more, in preaching" the word, wc 
fhould ever look up with humble dependence 
on the divine blefsing, for the fuccefs of our 
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labours. P^ul maj plant, and ApoUosmay 
water, but it is Grod who giveth the increafe. 
Nor let it be thought enthufiafm, that we af- 
ciibe the good we do to the Author and 
Giver of everj good gift. 

What have We that we have not received ? 
who can implant in us the principles of a fpl- 
ritual life, but he who gave us temporal ex- 
iftence? is man alone independent of his 
Creator ? is the mind or foul of man, the no- 
bleft work of God, alone removed beyond the 
reach of the divine influence ? (hall we afcribe 
temporal events to Divine Providence, and alk 
a 4)]efsing on our wordly purfuits, and, fliall 
we doubt the ability of God to profper his 
own word, or doubt his faithfulnefs, that he 
will not blefsj the inftrument of his own ap- 
pointment for effeaing the falvation of his 
creatures? let thofe who believe in neither 
matter nor fpirit, deny the fupremacy of God 
over both, or either of them, but let us go forth 
in the name and in the ftrength of j ehov ah,— 
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let us commit our caufe unto him, and " he 
" will bring it to pafs." 

V, Finally, if we would preach the Word . 
with efFeft, let us ever bear in mind, that ex-- 
ample is the life of precept* In vain (hall we 
attempt to iriftruft others in wifdom by our 
difcourfes, if in our lives we exhibit the evi- 
dences of folly. Let not the keen reproach 
of our Saviour to the JeWifti teachers be appli- 
cable to us : " The Scribes and Pharifees fit in 
** Mofes' feat All therefore whatfoever they 
*• bid you obferve, that obferve dnd do; but 
*# do ye not after their works i for they fay 
*' and do not." 

O, firs, preaching though a final!, i§ yet all 
important part of our minifterial office j but, if 
we ftand not on the fblid bafis of public efteem 
and confidence, how can we expeft the word 
preached by us, to be received with aiiyde- 
gree of deference or refpeft. He, who fpake as 

never man fpake, a£ted as never man a£ted. His 

B 
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life was the faithful tranfcript of his word. He 
went about continually doing good, whilft he 
preached the good and acceptable word of the 
X-ord. Whilft we inforce his example on 
others, it U highly incumbent on us to follow it 
ourfelvei. May we imitate his piety, his^ hu- 
mility, his refignation to God,-^his meeknefs^ 
his kindnefsy his benevolence to riian ! may it 
be our meat arid drink to do the will of our 
heavenly. Father^ to fulfil the miniftry which w? 
bivc received of the hotd J / : 

The circiyiifti^BCM of t]i(e tHntf)» In^perioufly 
df^and. <hi| vtmp^. ettrtioi^ in the caufe of 
truth and righteoufnefs. Our country claixni 
the payment of our immenfe debt of gratitude. 
The interefts of religion and- virtue, of focial 
order and rational liberty, of every thing that 
ought to be dear to us as Men, — as Britons, 
and as Chriftians, call' upon us in thefe awful 
and perilous times, with a warning voice, not 

to flumber on our pods ; but to be.>watchfuT, 
to be vigilant, that we may adorn the doctrine 
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and profcfsion of our faith, and preferve, and 
extend the blefsed influeiice of reKgion oh 
thofe who are committed to our care. Let 
us accept the challenge of ii k^rp^ aiid Ubcfrjil 

difsf nting noinifter *, and lay aiide our con* 
trovcrfies about the peculiar ceremonies, opi* 
iiions, and pra6tices, by which different focieties 

of-Cbriilians are diftingutffaed. Let the ^^ only 
'* rivalry felt in future be, who ihall moft adr 
vance the intf reft of our common Chriftianity ; 
let the only provocation fuftained be, that of 
provoking each other to love and good 
works/' Let us, divefted of every other fpirit^ 
but the genuine fpirit of Chriftianity,/a//A/M/(y, 
earn^fyi plainly, and ^mply preach the 
wouD^ and may the blefsing of God go forth 

with it, and bring forth fruit abundantly, to 

« 

the comfort of our flocks, the welfare of our 
country, the credit of our religion, and the 
everlafling falvation of minivers and people. 






* Robert Hall, M. A» Cambridge. 

B2 



i 



f .:^v • - _ V - V*!. 



VP^BTVMH^^H^Mli^^v^^^^^^'^^wVW^ 



( 22 ) 

Thefe fuggeftions I fubmit to your confidera* 
tion, my reverend brethren, and (hall trefpafs 
no farther on your time, than while I addrefs 
a few words to our parifliioners, who arc here 
affembled from all parts pf this extenfive 
-peanry. 

It is recorded of God's ancient people, that 
'^ the word preached did not profit them, not 
" Jbeing mixed with faith in them that heard 
'* it.'* The fame effeft is too much to be 

lamented in thefe our days, — does it not pro- 
ceed from the fame caufe, from your not 
hearing the word with a fuitable difpofition of 
mind ? Remember, that the feed which fell 
upon good ground alone brought forth fruit an 
hundred fold : that is, as the Divihe Sower 
himfelf explains it," who in anhoneft and good 
<< heart, having heard the word, keep it, and 

9 

" bring forth fruit with patience." Who hear 
with a fincere defire to be inftrufted in the 
will of God, in order that knowing it, they 
may faithfully fulfil his will, But while fomc 
pf you attend the preaching of the word, as 
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a mere matter of form, in complidnce with cuf- 
torn, or from motives of vain curiofity ; whilft 
fome of you Wander from one place of worfhip 
to another, ever panting after fomething new, 
and diftrading your minds with oppofite and 
jarring do6trines, and many of you but feldom 
and occafionaljy attend at any place of wor- 
fhip ; whilft fome of you cannot relifh the doc- 
trines, and others Ihrink from the duties of the 
gofpel, is it to be wondered at, that our preach- 
ing is attended with fo little vifible cffe£t ? 
much may depend on your minifters, but be 
afsured, much alfo depends , upon yourfelves. 
We cannot fave you, and God will not fave 
you, (though it is he that ** worketh in you 
both to will and to dp, of his good pleafure,") 
if you will not ftrive to " work out your own 
** falvation." Let me then entreat you to be 
fellow workers with us in the great bufinefs of 

» 

our calling. We cannot ferve you if you will 
n ot endeavour to ferve yourfelves. ** Receive'* 
then " with meeknefs the engrafted word, 
vvhich is able to fave your fouls." Weafknot the 
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llftvi(h ubmi&icHi of ^our underftandings to our 
a6ertions ; the age of pafsive credulity is gone » 
and God forbid, it ever fhould return. Be* 
fides, you have the bible in your hands, the 
ftandard of truth : try us by that unerring ftand- 
ard, and you have this promife for your fecu- 
rity, " if any man will do the will of God, 
*' he (hall know of the do£trine, whether it be 
" of God, or whether we fpeak of ourfelves/* 
3ut this we a(k, and with reafon aflc for, a can- 
did acceptance of our labours, and a liberal in- 
terpri^tation of our condu£t : we aflc credit for 
our motivQS, ^n4 charity to our failings. We 
entreat you to be on your j^uard againft the in- 
£iiuations of thofe, who from private, interefted, 
or party motives, would prejudice you againft 
us, but more elpecially we conjure you to be- 
ware of the artifices of thofe perfons, who aim 
at the deftniftion of religion by bringing dif- 
credit on it^ minifters. We have the fame objeft 
in view — the fame journey to take, let us prefs 
forward together, my brethren, towards the 
mark of our high calling, preferving the unity 
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of the fpirit in the bond of peace and love ; 
let us endeavour to conciliate mutual good 
will by mutual good offices, to make the 
crooked paths of life ftraight, and the rough 
places plain. 

Then may we hope to fee religion, with all 
her lovely train of virtues, once more fiourifli 
among us ; and, this life ended, we and you 
may hope to meet again, and together enjoy 
the tranfcendent and eternal rewards, not of 
our merits, but of HEAVENLY MERCY. 
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